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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE* To easily correct the gradation of an area 
having a large slope in an intial gradation curve area by 
correcting this curve based on the correction 
characteristic secured from an accumulated density 
histogram. 

CONSTITUTION: The image data read by a scan reading 
head are set up like the initial gradation curve and stored 
in a 1st frame memory 35 via an A/D converter 31, a 
color arithmetic circuit 32, a switching circuit 33, and a 
thinning circuit 34. An information processing part fetches 
the color components Y, M and C stored in the memory 
35 to another memory of the information processing part- 
Then a CPU carries out a prescribed operation to 
produce a density histogram. Based on this histogram, 
the picture element numbers of each class are 
successively added together in the order of lower classes 
for production of an accumulated density histogram. Then 
the initial gradation curve is corrected by the correction 
characteristic secured from the accumulated density 
histogram. 
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